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Abstract

L4

This intemal evaluation process of the 2005 health assembly aimed at exploring its
dynamicity based on critical analysis of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats to the
process and its outcomes. Knowledge synthesized from this study was expected to lay strong
foundations for future evolving process of the health assembly in Thailand.

The methods and activities conducted in this study were qualitative research in nature
frying to capture in-depth explanation of the people involved in the health assembly process.
Informants included core groups, participants, locals where health innovations created.
Methods of data collection were in-depth interviews, informal interviews, focus group
discussions, participant observations, document studies, and survey. Cases studied were
health assembly in three levels, assembly for particular health issue, area based heaith
assembly, and national heé!th assembly. Data were analyzed using content analysis based
upon study scopes including; 1)nature of the dynamicity of the health assembly process,
strengths and opportunities as well as weaknesses and threats of the health assembly, lessons
leamed and learning process occurred throughout the milestones in developing healthy public
policies.

Knowledge synthesized from this study was proposed in the following.

1. The nature of the health assembly process was; dynamic, specific with identity,
harmonious, and actually occurred. There were two mechanisms involved; the social
management through strong support from civil sector, and the management by the government
sectors. The ultimate goal of the health assembly were two folds; 1)as outcomes aiming at
potential, roles, functions, and participations of all parties, and knowledge based ln;;vations for
health, social agreements for development of healthy public policy; 2)as process aiming at the
three underlying mechanisms namely dhamma management for conflicts among differences,
intelligent management to integrate all sources of knowledge underpinning health issues in the
assembly process, and management for social acceptance.

2. There were seven supportive mechanisms proposed; 1)encouraging the network
based process, 2)revealing, building and utilizing capacity of the core group in the health
assembly process, 3)initiating learning activities for sharing, 4)utilizing knowledge from both
academic and local people, 5)incorporating all parties for knowledge integration in the process,

6)creating and expanding more networks, and having collaborating agencies for continuous

development.
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3. Issues central to the health assembly process were; 1)hot or problem as defined by
Iifestyle, social, economic and were shared among the locals, 2)missions of participating
networks, 3)shared among networks, 4)possible solutions presented, S)integrated Into holistic
issues, and 6)under implementation of state policles. The issues were knowledge based and
managed using both local wisdoms and academic work derived from research and other social
participation process for networks' participation.

4. Outcomes from participating in the health assembly process could be categorized
into three dimensions; 1)gaining more experiences for effective implementation, 2)sharpening
concepts and methods in initiating and developing innovations, and 3)expanding new learning
areas and networks,

5. Strengths of the health assembly process included; 1)being a new cultural way for
shared solutions among people involved, 2)being a tool for soclal management appropriate for
Thal soclety, 3)health assembly issues were broaden to cover not only disease and illness but
other issues to encourage involvement from more parties, 4)being a lived process for effective
solutions, 5)being an Iﬁtegrative process of both networks and knowledge, 6)being a social
capital building and utilizing process, and 7)aiming at shared benefits for all parties involved
and leading to healthy public policy.

6. Weaknesses of the health assembly process were observed; 1)that people involved
were unable to critically understand the health issues central to the assembly, key actors to the
issues were not included in the assembly, and key actors were not in the core group; 2)}time
limitation to pursue 3 mechanisms in the health assembly process, the dhamma management,
the social management, and the knowledge management; 3)limited budget for capital building
and management; and 4)issues that were not practical nor too broad for healthy :ubiic policy
process. All of the weaknesses should be well managed for further development which laid
foundation for the dynamicity of the health assembly process.

7. Recommendations were focusing on; 1)eveloping of essential mechanisms to
nurture and support strengths by using two principles which were knowledge related to
outcomes and methods in the dhamma management, the social management, and the
knowledge management and the knowledge related to lessons learned and experiences of
effective solutions and failed ones; and 2)finding ways to corporate all possible key actors into
all solutions; 3)exploring for the expected healthy context to be the central issues to the health

assembly process concurrently with the actual health issues the society was facing.
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