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World Health
Organization

Strategizing nationalhealth
in the 21st century:
a handbook

WHO has been one of the leading organizations to
support countries in the development of national
health policies/strategies/plans (NHPSP). The focus
on improving NHPSPs has grown in recent years,
in recognition of the benefits of anchoring a strong
national health sector in a written vision based on
participation, analysis and evidence. In addition, of
the 123 countries which currently have a NHPSP, 84 of
those countries’ plans end within the next three years,
creating a need for technical support and expertise
from the Organization.

Given this demand from Member States and partners,
and the wealth of experience accumulated by WHO on
NHPSPs, Strategizing national health in the 21st century:
a handbook, is being designed to provide up-to-date
and practical guidance on national health planning.

Financed by the European Union and the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg
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